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GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
ADMINISTRATION 
 
Katie Blankenbaker, Summer Education Director   

katie.blankenbaker@windsorcharteracademy.org 
Jamie Zink, Executive Administrative Assistant   

jamie.zink@windsorcharteracademy.org  
 
 

LOCATIONS: WINDSOR, CO 80550 
 
Windsor Charter Academy Elementary School: 680 Academy Ct.* 
Windsor Charter Academy Middle & Early College High School: 810 Automation Dr.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Most courses will take place at the Middle & Early College High School. Some courses will take place at the 
Elementary School building.   
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Summer Camp Teachers 

 
Farrah Emami 

 

 

I am currently a senior at Colorado State University where I am 
earning my Bachelor's degree in Art Education, with a concentration 
in Photography.  I have lived the majority of my life in Fort Collins but 
have also lived in Iran and Spain.  I love to travel, hike, snuggle my 
cat, make art, and drink coffee.  I am currently completing my 
student teaching at Fort Collins H.S. and Beattie Elementary and will 
graduate in May of 2017.  Once I graduate my goal is to one day 
teach abroad, but for now I am open to any new experiences that 
come my way. I want to be an art teacher to guide students through 
their personal creative endeavors.  I believe that everyone has the 
ability to creatively express themselves, and to me this is an essential 
part of life.  Throughout my own life art has been a tool to express, 
heal, and find my authentic self. 
 
Teaching:  
(6-8) Save the Earth Through Art & (HS) Personal Geographies 

Jules Nash 
 

 

Jules Nash ran one of the summer camps offered last summer and is 
so excited to be a part of this new summer program! Jules also 
founded and runs our Intramural program at the Elementary for 4th 
and 5th grade students. Jules grew up in Loveland, Colorado and 
didn't go far to find the perfect place to raise her family here in 
Windsor. Her background is in Health and Wellness and is currently 
continuing her education in physical education and science. When 
she is not working at the school, coaching track and field, and going 
to school in the evenings she enjoys reading science fiction books 
and taking trips to our beautiful Rocky Mountains for a hike or 
camping trip with her family and friends.  
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Fit and Fun Camp & (3-5) Fit and Fun Camp 

Bonnie Emerick 
 

 
 

Bonnie Emerick teaches English, digital journalism, and creative 
writing at Windsor Charter Academy. In addition to being an avid 
runner and writer, she has been a practicing yogi for 7 years and is 
excited to share yoga’s lifelong lessons with students during the 
Summer Camp. 
 
Teaching:  
(6-8) Finding Peace in a Frantic World: Yoga & Meditation & (HS) 
Overcoming Stress & Anxiety With Yoga & Meditation 
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Jennifer Avalos 
 

 

Hola! My name is Jen Avalos and I will be teaching Spanish this 
summer at Windsor Charter Academy.  I was born and raised in 
Southern California and moved to Vail, Colorado in 1996. My 
husband and I have two grown children and have lived in Windsor, 
Colorado for 15 years. In my spare time I love to cook, Authentic 
Mexican is my favorite. I also love to spend time with my family and 
volunteer teach religious education here in Windsor. Learning a 
second language is so important because it opens your mind up to 
ways of thinking you might not have used before, and it helps you 
understand your primary language that much more. I am a native 
Spanish speaker and I am very enthusiastic about summer camp 
especially given the opportunity to teach young children 
conversational Spanish through activities. Young children tend to 
pick up a second language very quickly and I know that they will 
learn a lot over these two weeks.  
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Spanish & (3-5) Spanish 

Jamie Miller 
 

 

Jamie Miller joins our summer camp staff as a current Windsor 
Charter Academy Paraprofessional.  This is her second year with 
WCA.  Prior to WCA, she was a stay at home mom and a child-care 
provider.  Her passion is working with kids of all ages; watching them 
grow, learn and become the person they will be in the future.  As a 
Windsor graduate herself, she is excited to teach a class during the 
summer camps that she herself did in high school and thoroughly 
enjoyed!  Colorguard was another passion of hers and she is excited 
to bring it to WCA’s summer camp program and share that with 
other students. 
 
Teaching:  
(HS) Colorguard  

Laurel Rafferty  
 

 

My name is Laurel! I am a lover of the outdoors, a Spanish enthusiast 
and a future teacher! I am finishing up my degree in Education at 
UNC next spring and cannot wait to begin my career in teaching.  I 
am a Colorado native, from Grand Junction originally, but have lived 
in Northern Colorado for the last 4 years.  When I am not at school, 
you can find me hiking, skiing or traveling somewhere new!  One of 
my main pursuits is to always be learning and growing my 
knowledge. I cannot wait to spend time, get to know, and learn new 
things with your kiddos this summer!    
 
Teaching: (K-2) Cooking, Creating, Concocting- OH MY! & (3-5) Got 
Health?  

JoBeth Rider 

 

My name is JoBeth Rider and I have been an educator in a variety of 
diverse settings for the last 10 years. Originally from Illinois, I attended 
college at Southern Illinois University, where I majored in Art History 
and minored in Art Education and Museum Studies. I moved to 
Colorado a year and a half ago to serve Thompson School District in 
Loveland as a literacy tutor for Americorps’ Colorado Reading Corps 
program. I currently work for Monroe Elementary School in Loveland 
as a paraprofessional for the Affective Needs Classroom. My passions 
include art, reading, and baseball. 
 
Teaching: (3-5) Exploring Chalk Pastels  

 
 
 
 



5 

Courtney Barger 
 

  

My Name is Courtney Barger, I am 21 years old and I am currently 
preparing to graduate from Colorado State University Pueblo. I have 
been dancing since I was 8 years old and I absolutely love it. I have 
been teaching dance classes for 6 years at Dream Dancers 
Academy of Music and Dance. I feel that dance is a way for us to 
express ourselves and our feelings when we don’t have the words. I 
love working with kids and teaching them that dance can be fun 
and exciting. Dance to me is not a competition, it’s not about who is 
the best or who could make a career out of it. To me it’s about 
having fun, challenging yourself, making yourself better than you 
were yesterday, allowing yourself to grow, and expressing yourself in 
a whole new way. I love every single one of my students and each 
student is unique in their own way. I try to provide ways for my 
students not only to grow individually, but to grow within their team or 
group. Dance has always been and will always be a part of my life 
and I hope to give everyone the opportunity to dance to their own 
beat. 
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet, (3-5) So You Think 
You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet, (6-8) So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ 
Jazz/ Ballet, & (HS) So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet 

Amanda Ricketson 
 

 

In high school, I tutored at Learning Lab in Windsor Middle School. I 
also worked for Windsor Parks and Recreation, where I supervised 
middle school dances, pool activities, and helped with camps for 
kids. Classes I have taken include Adolescent Literature (which 
explores books and themes among youth), Schooling in the US, and 
other teaching related classes. I am also very skilled with poetry, and 
I have done all creative poetry workshops and I have read many 
modern and contemporary poets in Contemporary US Poetry. 
 
I was saved by books at a young age. I loved them and all their 
characters, so I knew I wanted to write. I discovered my passion for 
teaching in high school when I started tutoring at the learning Lab. 
Ultimately, I would not be who I am or where I am today without the 
help of some of my teachers, who challenged and pushed me, 
despite of my own struggle with mental illness. Writing and literature 
helped get me through some hard times, so I want to share that love 
and excitement with other students and make a difference in their 
life. 
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Curtain Call: Readers Theater, (6-8) Curtain Call: Readers 
Theater,  (4-5)* Poetry for Beginners, & (6-8) Poetry for Beginners 

Melinda Smith 
 

 
 

Melinda Smith is so excited to be teaching summer camp this season! 
Melinda grew up in Estes Park, CO, and still enjoys visiting the 
mountains as often as possible. She graduated from Colorado State 
University with a Bachelor’s degree in English Education, and has 
been teaching 7th grade English at Windsor Charter Academy for 
two years. In her free time, Melinda loves to read, camp, hike, and 
spend time with family and friends. She can’t wait for camp to start! 
 
Teaching:  
(6-8) Creative Writing & (K-2) DIY Crafts  
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Jessica Wilson 
 

 

Jessica Wilson will be starting her third year at WCA in fall 2017 where 
she has taught 5th and 3rd grade. Prior to this, Mrs. Wilson taught all 
of the intermediate grade levels in the Greeley School District for 
seven years. She obtained her teaching degree from the University of 
Arizona and her masters in Educational Leadership from UNC. Mrs. 
Wilson lives in Loveland with her husband, two-year-old son, dog 
and cat, and is expecting a daughter at the end of April. Writing, 
learning fun new technology tools, swimming, decorating, and hiking 
are a few of Mrs. Wilson’s favorite hobbies. She cannot wait for the 
opportunity to share her love of technology and writing in some 
exciting classes this summer! 
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Great Googling & (3-5) Creative Writing 

Mariah Cordova 
 

 
 

Hi, I am Mariah Cordova, I will be a sophomore at UNC Greeley and 
will be majoring in Elementary Education with a focus in Math and 
Science. Other than school and the dream to become a teacher, I 
love to be outdoors and be active. My favorite hobbies include 
hiking, running, and camping. I am also a huge Disney fan.  I am 
looking forward to getting to explore space with students this 
summer! 
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Exploring the Galaxies  

Emily Anderson 
 

 

I am a junior at the University of Northern Colorado studying 
Elementary Education.  I have such a strong passion for knowledge 
and learning myself that I hope to instill in all of my students. I believe 
children have natural creativity that should be used as a tool to help 
them learn, especially through the arts. I have been a dancer since 
the age of three, and play various instruments such as the piano. 
Other passions include the environment, and I believe kids are never 
too young to learn how they can help. I push myself to try and think 
critically and creatively in every situation and hope to encourage my 
students to do the same!  
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Animal Ballet & (3-5) Earth-Loving Art 

Evan Varner  I am from Omaha, Nebraska and am a recent graduate of the 
University of Nebraska at Omaha with a degree in psychology.  I am 
starting school at the University of Northern Colorado’s school 
psychology program this fall.  I have worked for many years with 
individuals with disabilities, and the last year teaching them various 
types of art projects.  Working to adapt any art project to the specific 
needs of individual children is what I love to do.  I have discovered 
that puppetry is something which allows kids to communicate 
differently and it has a unique ability to push kids to take on a new 
perspective.  I always believe all children are capable of doing 
anything; they sometimes just need the right person to help them 
along the way.  
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) The Art of Puppetry  
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Jake Sage 
 

 

My name is Jake Sage. I am currently a Doctoral candidate in the 
Occupational Therapy program at Creighton University. I have a 
genuine love for all sports and personal experience in many. I 
currently spend my free time coaching, spending time with my wife, 
and playing with my best friend Oliver. He is my 100-pound puppy. I 
love working with kids and teaching life skills that will stick with them 
forever. I have a great sense of humor and enjoy having fun. I look 
forward to meeting new people and I try to make sure that when 
someone is around me, they leave a little happier than when they 
came.  
 
“Courage is not the absence of fear, but rather the judgement that 
something else is more important than fear.” -James Neil Hollingworth 
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Flag Football & (6-8) Flag Football  

Hannah Alexander 
 

  

Hannah Alexander is a college student currently pursuing an 
elementary education major and a mathematics minor at the 
University of Northern Colorado (UNC). Hannah is from her hometown 
of Fort Lupton, Colorado and lives in Greeley during the week for 
school and to work as a resident assistant and peer tutor for the 
elementary education residential learning community. She also 
serves as a mentor for UNC’s Math Circle’s Summer Camp where she 
encourages critical thinking through the use of math based games. 
Hannah’s drive to become a teacher started when she volunteered 
in high school for her local church’s after school program where she 
led lessons, games, and crafts. Ever since, she has believed that 
learning should be fun and looks forward to seeing every student’s 
face light up with every “aha” moment she can help them have. 
Besides studying for her upcoming finals, Hannah spends her time 
playing video games and crafting as well as hanging around family 
preparing for camping in the summer. Her plans for the future include 
becoming an academic mentor for residents at UNC during the 
2017-2018 school year where she will pass along her love for learning 
to fellow college students.  
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Gaming: Level Up!  

Marie Sheridan  
 

 
 

 

Hello! My name is Marie Sheridan and I am an 8th grade science 
teacher at Windsor Charter Academy. This past year at WCA, I had 
the wonderful opportunity to teach HS Engineering and MS Minecraft 
along with being the staff sponsor for our Vex Robotics team. 
Originally from New York, I graduated from the Pennsylvania State 
University with a Bachelor’s Degree in Secondary Education 
(Biological Sciences). On my free time, I enjoy traveling, shopping 
and spending time outdoors. I am looking forward to getting to know 
your children this summer and teaching them all about the 
engineering design process!  
 
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Discover Engineering 
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Avery Sage  
 

 

Hello, my name is Avery Sage. I am currently a student at The 
University of Northern Colorado where I am studying to become an 
Elementary teacher. My passion is working with kids of all ages. When 
I am not at school I love spending time with my husband and my 
wolf-dog Oliver. I enjoy being active by running, swimming, and 
playing basketball. I have the heart of a child and I am pretty silly.  I 
also love art; painting and music are my two favorites. I occasionally 
play guitar and absolutely love adventure. Whether a beach, a 
cornfield, or the mountain tops I always look for the positives in every 
situation. I am energetic, outgoing, and personable. Some fun facts 
about me: I love pizza, Disney movies are my favorite, I am the oldest 
sibling of five, I was born in Texas, grew up in Windsor, and I am super 
crafty! I cannot wait to get to know each and every one of you. I am 
so excited to spend this summer learning and exploring with you. 
With love,    
Mrs. Sage  
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Art Around the World, (3-5) Making Math Matter, & (6-8) Making 
Math Matter 

Lauren Slade 
 

 
 

Hello! My Name is Lauren Slade. I just graduated from the University 
of Northern Colorado with a degree in Elementary Education. I am 
from Loveland Colorado. I love playing softball, hiking and crafting. 
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Painting without a Brush & (3-5) Painting without a Brush 

Rachel Preece 
 

 
 

Rachel has been teaching for 13 years.  She has taught 
Kindergarten, 4th grade, and middle school English and Science.  In 
her spare time, Rachel loves to read.  She also spends lots of time 
with her family: her husband Chad, and 3 boys (Carter-11, Collin-10, 
and Colton-5).  Rachel is super excited to be part of the summer 
school program this year!  
 
Teaching:  
(6-8) Exploring Harry Potter  
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Shari Frazee 
 

 
 

Mrs. Frazee began teaching at Windsor Charter Academy in 
2002.  During her time here, she has taught general music, choir, 
musical theater and began the instrumental music program.  Mrs. 
Frazee received her bachelor's in music performance and music 
education from the University of Northern Colorado.  During that time 
she played in the top orchestral, wind ensemble and jazz 
groups.  After a few years of teaching, she returned to the University 
of Northern Colorado to complete a Masters in Music in bassoon 
performance. During her free time, Mrs. Frazee enjoys spending time 
with her family, cooking with her boys, and making jewelry. 
 
Teaching:  
(3-6) Summer Singing Showcase, (6-8) Cooking 101- Some Basics,  & 
(3-6) Recorder Fun! 

Robert Lighthall 
 

 

Mr. Lighthall is the Music and Theater teacher at Windsor Charter 
Academy and loves all things dramatic and practical! He likes to 
spend his time watching films, fixing things he’s broke, and eating 
food. This summer he has the absolute pleasure to be teaching for 
WCA’s Summer Institute. 
 
 
 
Teaching:  
(6-8) Improv, (HS) Improv, (HS) Adulting 101, & (HS) Stage Combat 

Chloé Leisure 
 

  

Chloé Leisure (MA, MFA) is a poet and writing teacher. From 2001-
2010 she taught writing and literature at universities (NAU and CSU), 
and has been teaching creative writing in elementary schools since 
2010. She began teaching poetry with the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute in 2015. She is the author of one chapbook and her poetry 
has appeared in publications including Fort Collins Courier, Matter, 
PANK, Paterson Literary Review, A Poetic Inventory of Rocky 
Mountain National Park, and Permafrost. She was the 2014 Fort Collins 
Poet Laureate. Born and raised in the woods of Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula, she now calls Fort Collins home, where she lives with her 
husband and their three dogs, six chickens, and innumerable 
honeybees. 
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) The Imagination Machine, (3-5) Creative Writing & Collage & (3-
5) Creative Writing & Collage  

Chrissy Jones  
 

 

Chrissy Jones graduated from University of Northern Colorado with 
her Bachelor Degree in Interdisciplinary Sciences, with her Elementary 
Education Licensure. She enjoys helping students strive to reach their 
highest potential and challenging them to exceed their 
expectations. She is thrilled to be continuing her love for teaching at 
Windsor Charter Academy for the 3rd year and FIRST SUMMER!  

Chrissy enjoys spending time with her friends, family, husband, and 
new puppy. Some of her favorite activities include hiking, camping, 
exercising, and boating. She is passionate about teaching and is 
looking forward to help students grow and achieve their goals.  

Teaching: (3-5) Dancing the Night Away & (3-5) Oh! What a Disaster! 
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Ryan Koehler  
 

 

Ryan has been a teacher at WCA for two years as a proud member 
of the math department.  He is also the head cross country coach at 
WCA and helps each spring with middle school track.  Ryan 
graduated from Colorado State University in 2005 with a B.A. in 
Economics and is currently a reservist with the Air Force.   
 
In his earlier days, Ryan spent three years in Americorps, partnering 
with various non-profit organizations such as The American Red Cross 
and The Nature Conservancy where he participated in a variety of 
community service based projects ranging from instructing First Aid 
and CPR classes to wild-land firefighting.  In his free time Ryan enjoys 
spending time with his family and playing any sport that doesn’t 
involve a lot of equipment.  

Teaching: (3-5) Team Sports & (6-8) Team Sports  

Keith Gallie  
 

 
 

Mr Gallie has been known to play a bit of golf, hike with his wife and 
dogs, do some fishing, photography, and generally get outdoors. 
However, he probably spends entirely too much time watching sports 
on television when he is not outdoors. 
 
Teaching: 
(6-8) Lego Robotics & (6-8) Writing Software 

James Koehler  
 

 
 

James is a junior at Windsor High School. He is one of 3 twirlers on the 
high school marching band, which recently performed at the 75th 
anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor. They placed 1st in the 
parade and have been invited to the 2018 Anniversary of D-Day in 
Normandy. James did not start twirling until the age 13. Twirling has 
offered him unique opportunities and adventures. He also enjoys 
horseback riding and swimming. His future plans are undecided but 
twirling will fit into them.   
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Intro to Baton Twirling & (6-8) Intro to Baton Twirling  
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Kaitlin Yetzbacher 
 

 

I am currently in my third year at UNC and plan to graduate in the fall 
of 2018. I am studying Elementary Education with an emphasis in 
both ESL and Math. I am also pursuing the bicultural/bilingual 
endorsement along with a Spanish minor. I really enjoy working with 
kids and cannot wait to have a classroom of my own someday! This 
summer camp gets me one step closer to that goal.  
In my spare time I like to read, watch movies, and spend time with 
my family. My family and I love to play board games and have as 
much fun as we possibly can! I look forward to working with all of you 
this summer and I can’t wait to see what we can create together!   
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Board Games!  

Sarah Drips 
 

 
 

 
Sarah Drips just finished up her first year teaching at WCA and is very 
excited to continue teaching this summer.  She graduated from 
University of Northern Colorado with a degree in Art Education, two 
years ago, with an emphasis in painting and art history.  Sarah loves 
to paint, read, draw, embroider, play soccer, and rock climb.  She 
will be teaching two D.I.Y type classes this summer and can’t wait to 
see what you all create! 
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Do It Yourself- String Art & (6-8) Create Your Own Action Figure  

Kacey Lowe 
 

 

Kacey Lowe is your standard Theatre person! She thrives with a cup 
of coffee in hand and huge smile on her face. All the world’s a 
stage, and life is the most beautiful show of all! There is nothing more 
exciting to than a new show or new costume to create. She has 
been involved in the theatre for many years in varying capacities; 
from on stage to backstage and designing there is nothing more 
exciting working in the Theatre. Igniting passion in the new 
generation of theatre artisans, is a driving force for her educational 
goals.   
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Sew Do You Like This Outfit & (6-8) Let’s Get Technical  
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Leanne Scholand  
 

 

Leanne Scholand is a paraprofessional in Windsor Charter Academy's 
Elementary Library and she is passionate about igniting in kids a 
passion  
for learning. Leanne earned her degree from Colorado State 
University in Fort Collins and has a background in communications 
and human resources (which helps her communicate with little 
humans). Over the years she has taught Sporties for Shorties, Young 
Authors, Sunday school and Awanas. Leanne lives in Windsor with her 
husband, TJ, and son Cash (and their tiny 4-pound  
Chihuahua and large 14- pound cat). Cash will be a fifth grader in 
the 2017-2018 school year and has been a Firebird since 
Kindergarten. Leanne has lived in Northern Colorado 15 years now 
and loves yoga, running, hiking, and reading. 
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Book Club, (K-2) Coding, & (3-5) Coding  

Audrey Kuhn  Hello!  My name is Audrey Schällibaum-Kuhn.   I'm the WCA Mom of 
the 4th grader-to-be.   Our daughter's 1st language is ASL and she 
now trilingual (ASL, English, Spanish.)    I've been Deaf since birth to 
Hearing parents ("Hearing" is what we call people like yourselves who 
are not Deaf.)  My husband is Deaf, too, so we use ASL in our 
household.   My bachelor's degree is from Gallaudet University where 
everyone signs.   Then attended nursing school with interpreters.    I've 
taught ASL at the Colorado Mountain College and did a 6-weeks 
substitute teaching at the University of Northern Colorado.   I'm 
looking forward to introduce and enhance your child's signing skills!! 
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) American Sign Language, (3-5) American Sign Language, and 
(3-5) American Sign Language  

Zach Ducharme 
 

 

Hi! My name is Zach Ducharme. I was born in Minnesota but grew up 
in upstate New York. I have lived in Colorado for over three years, 
including one year in Estes Park, two years in Granby, and I just 
recently moved to Fort Collins. I have a Bachelors Degree in Geology 
and Wilderness Education. I enjoy spending most of my outdoors and 
I truly enjoy teaching youth about the natural world. I have enjoyed 
teaching middle school at Indian Peaks Charter School for the past 
year. I am very excited about the opportunity to have a positive 
impact on the participants of Windsor Charter School's Summer 
Camp.   
 
Teaching:  
(6-8) Outdoor Survival Skills  



13 

Nathan Stanford 
 

  
 

Nathan Stanford is a graduate of Virginia Commonwealth University 
with a B.S. in Operations Research and a minor in Psychology. Mr. 
Stanford has had international experience serving as a part-time 
English language teacher and hostel manager in Medellín, 
Colombia. He also tutored his peers in math throughout his college 
career and mentored middle school students in a math-focused 
after-school program. Mr. Stanford has also set up multiple 
technology systems as a volunteer at the Naval Surface Warfare 
Center. He has been teaching for four years and is currently teaching 
a variety of computer science and math classes to grades 6-12 at 
Bullis School in Potomac, MD. He enjoys hiking, music, board games 
and learning new things. 
 
Teaching: 
(MS) Coding, (HS) Coding, (MS) Minecraft 

Natasha Hatch 
 
 

Natasha was raised in Las Vegas, Nevada and is the youngest out of 
four kids. She attended University of Nevada Las Vegas until she 
moved to Greeley, Colorado in late April 2009 with her 
daughter.  Natasha finished her associates degree at Aim's 
Community College in Liberal Arts. After living in Seattle, Washington 
for a couple years Natasha and her daughter moved back to 
Colorado. Her daughter, Candace, is going to be in 4th grade this 
next year. End of April, Natasha is also getting married so both her 
and Candace are excited. They enjoy movies, cooking, hiking, 
walking, and even taking care of their four backyard chickens.  
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Creative Writing  

Sarah Seiffert 
 

 

 
 

Sarah is entering her second year teaching at Windsor Charter 
Academy, and she is ecstatic about the opportunity to spend time 
teaching at the summer institute this year! Sarah received her BA in 
English: Secondary Education from the University of Northern 
Colorado where she studied many different aspects of literature, 
writing, and communicating. Throughout high school, she was a 
cheerleader and a dancer, so coaching the spirit squad this summer 
is a dream come true! Sarah and her husband, Cory, have lived in 
Windsor for the past three years and absolutely love the beautiful 
state of Colorado. In her spare time, Sarah enjoys going on hikes with 
her husband and their puppy, Duncan. She also enjoys reading great 
books and drinking a good cup of tea.  
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Firebird Spirit Squad, (3-5) Firebird Spirit Squad, (6-8) Firebird Spirit 
Squad, & (HS) Journey to the Middle Earth 
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Hannah Hesstedt 
 

  
 

Hi, my name is Hannah Hasstedt. I am currently pursuing a degree in 
Elementary Education and a minor in Special Education at the 
University of Northern Colorado. Two of my favorite things is teaching 
and traveling so I can't wait to share my knowledge and passion 
through this course! 
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Discover the Corners of the World  

Tamie Berg Tamie Berg is currently a 7th Grade Math teacher at Windsor Middle 
School. She has 12 years experience teaching Math and Science 
with 4th through 6th graders.  
 
Teaching:  
(3-5) Forensics  

Ashley Brown 
 

 
 

Ashley is a proud WCA parent, Windsor community member, and a 
marketing professional with a passion for fitness and helping kids 
explore. She is excited to bring a new twist to fitness and energize 
students each afternoon with a Fit Fun class. She and her husband 
have two girls (5 and 2), a dog, a cat, and absolutely love the 
Windsor community. They love being outdoors year-round and 
teaching their girls the importance of an active lifestyle. Favorite 
quotes:  
I did not come here to be average – Michael Jordan.  
The true object of all human life is play. Earth is a task garden; 
heaven is a playground. – G. K. Chesterton. 
 
Teaching:  
(K-2) Fit Fun & (3-5) Fit Fun 
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Summer Camp Schedule  

Programs will run during the following three 4-day weeks: 

• May 30-June 2 (Tuesday-Friday) 

• June 19-June 22 (Monday-Thursday) 

• June 26-June 29 (Monday-Thursday) 

DAILY SCHEDULE: 

• Drop-off and Check-in: 9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. 

• Morning Session: 9:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. 

• Lunch/Recess: 11:45 a.m. -12:30 p.m. 

• Pick-up & Afternoon Check-in: 12:15 p.m. -12:30 p.m. 

• Afternoon Session: 12:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

STUDENT SHOWCASE: 

• An optional student showcase will be held on the dates listed below. Each 

session will have a showcase date for students to display and present their 

work. Families are encouraged to attend. 

o Friday, June 2nd from 3 - 4 p.m. 

o Thursday, June 22nd from 3 - 4 p.m. 

o Thursday, June 29th from 3 - 4 p.m. 

 

 
 

Please note: At this time, some courses are no longer being offered 
due to class size having reached capacity or low interest. Courses in 
red/stricken through are no longer being offered.  
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Week One: May 30-June 2 
Grade Session 1 (morning) Session 2 (afternoon) 

K-2nd 
Grade 

Coding DIY Crafts 

Cooking, Creating, Concocting- OH MY!  Exploring the Galaxies 

The Art of Puppetry  The Art of Puppetry 

Art Around the World  Animal Ballet  

 Fit Fun 

3rd-5th 
Grade 

Dancing the Night Away Oh! What a Disaster! 

Exploring Chalk Pastels  Exploring Chalk Pastels 

Curtain Call: Readers Theater  Coding 

Flag Football Got Health?  

Discover Engineering Discover Engineering 

Gaming: Level Up!  (4-5)* Poetry for Beginners  

Painting without a Brush Making Math Matter 

(3-6)* Summer Singing Showcase  Forensics  

Creative Writing & Collage  Creative Writing & Collage  

Intro to Baton Twirling  Team Sports  

Do it Yourself- String Art  Sew Do You Like This Outfit  

American Sign Language  American Sign Language  

WCA Gardening   

6th-8th 
Grade 

Save the Earth Through Art Finding Peace in a Frantic World: Yoga & Meditation 

Creative Writing  Cooking 101- Some Basics  

(3-6)* Summer Singing Showcase Exploring Harry Potter 

Improv  Create Your Own Action Figure 

Team Sports   

Let’s Get Technical  

High 
School 

Colorguard Personal Geographies 

A Journey to the Middle Earth  Improv 

 Firebird Spirit Squad  
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Week Two: June 19-June 22 
Grade Session 3 (morning) Session 4 (afternoon) 

K-2nd 
Grade 

Introduction to Spanish  Coding 

Cooking, Creating, Concocting- OH MY! Exploring the Galaxies  

So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet Animal Ballet 

DIY Crafts The Art of Puppetry 

American Sign Language  American Sign Language  

Art Around the World   

Painting without a Brush  

3rd-5th 
Grade 

Coding Spanish 

Earth-Loving Art Got Health?  

Do it Yourself- String Art  So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet 

Great Googling  Creative Writing 

(3-6)* Recorder Fun! Firebird Spirit Squad  

Creative Writing & Collage  Painting without a Brush 

Dancing the Night Away Oh! What a Disaster! 

Board Games! Board Games!  

Discover the Corners of the World Discover the Corners of the World 

Creative Writing  Fit Fun 

6th-8th 
Grade 

Save the Earth Through Art Curtain Call: Readers Theater  

Poetry for Beginners  Creative Writing  

Flag Football  Making Math Matter 

(3-6)* Recorder Fun!  Create Your Own Action Figure 

Intro to Baton Twirling  Coding  

Firebird Spirit Squad   

Exploring Harry Potter  

High 
School 

Colorguard Personal Geographies 

Adulting 101  Overcoming Stress & Anxiety With Yoga & Meditation 

 Piano Repurposing Project (i.e. The 88 Keys of Deskellence) 
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Week Three: June 26-June 29 
Grade Session 5 (morning) Session 6 (afternoon) 

K-2nd 
Grade 

Cooking, Creating, Concocting- OH MY! DIY Crafts 

Fit & Fun Camp Animal Ballet 

Spanish The Art of Puppetry 

Art Around the World The Imagination Machine 

Painting without a Brush Fit Fun 

Book Club Book Club 

 Firebird Spirit Squad  

3rd-5th 
Grade 

(4-5)* Poetry for Beginners  Fit & Fun camp 

Earth-Loving Art Spanish 

Intro to Baton Twirling  Got Health?  

Do it Yourself- String Art  Curtain Call: Readers Theater 

Forensics  Gaming: Level Up! 

Great Googling Creative Writing 

Creative Writing  Painting without a Brush 

Board Games! Board Games! 

Discover the Corners of the World Discover the Corners of the World 

Dancing the Night Away Oh! What a Disaster! 

6th-8th 
Grade 

Save the Earth Through Art Making Math Matter 

Minecraft  Create Your Own Action Figure 

Creative Writing  American Sign Language  

Improv So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet 

Outdoor Survival Skills Outdoor Survival Skills  

Lego Robotics Writing Software 

Flag Football  

High 
School 

Colorguard Personal Geographies 

So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet Coding  

A Jouney to Middle Earth Stage Combat 
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K-2nd Grade Courses 
 

Fit & Fun Camp 
Grade Level K-2nd  This course encourages your children to not stay still, to wiggle out 

of their seat, and use their imagination to build daily habits of 
being healthy while having fun.  

Teacher Jules Nash  
Session(s) Session 5 

 

Coding  
Grade Level K-2nd  Kids are led through a sequence of teaching segments and 

tutorials using ScratchJr. (ScratchJr is a collaboration between the 
DevTech Research Group at Tufts University, the Lifelong 
Kindergarten Group at the MIT Media Lab, and the Playful 
Invention Company.) With Scratch Jr., young children can learn to 
program their own interactive stories and games. In the process, 
they learn to solve problems, design projects, and express 
themselves creatively on the computer. 
       
Creating projects in Scratch Jr also helps students work towards a 
level of fluency with digital technology.  

Teacher Leanne Scholand  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 4 

 

Book Club  
Grade Level K-2nd  The goal of this Book Club is to instill in young kids the love of all 

things books. Exploring authors and illustrators, and reading and 
sharing books. 

Teacher Leanne Scholand  
Session(s) Session 5 

Session 6 
 

Spanish 
Grade Level K-2nd  Introduction to Spanish Language through crafts and activities.  
Teacher Jennifer Avalos 
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 5 
 

Cooking, Creating, Concocting- OH MY!  
Grade Level K-2nd  This course will be packed full of fun learning that includes art, 

cooking, and building relationships with other learners!  We will 
learn how to cook healthy and kid friendly recipes, as well as 
bringing out our creative sides!     

Teacher Laurel Rafferty 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 3 
Session 5 

 

So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet  
Grade Level K-2nd  The students will be learning a series of steps and combinations 

that will later be combined into a short choreographed routine to 
perform at the showcase. 

Teacher Courtney Barger 
Session(s) Session 3 

 

DIY Crafts 
Grade Level K-2nd  In this super-fun D.I.Y. Crafts course, students will be making tons of 

fun crafts using a different medium each day. We will be using 
cardboard, finger-paint, beads, and paper to create fun, silly, and 
useful crafts.  

Teacher Melinda Smith 
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 3 
Session 6 
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Exploring the Galaxies  
Grade Level K-2nd  This course will be teach kiddos about space. We will learn about 

Planets, moon phases, constellations, and Earth’s movement. 
Students will learn fun facts that they can bring with them next 
school year to impress their teachers and friends with! 

Teacher Mariah Cordova 
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 4 
 

Animal Ballet 
Grade Level K-2nd  Students will explore ballet and improvisation. Basic skills in ballet 

will be taught, and students will be asked to apply them through 
the filter of different animals. 
 

Teacher Emily Anderson 
Session(s) Session 4 

Session 6 
 

The Art of Puppetry  
Grade Level K-2nd  Students will gain a new perspective on everyday items through 

puppetry.  Each student will have a chance to make ordinary 
items come to life by creating a puppet unique to them.  The 
classes will provide the opportunity for students to step outside 
their comfort zone and express their creativity through a variety of 
activities.     
 

Teacher Evan Varner 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 2 
Session 4 
Session 6 

 

Art Around the World  
Grade Level K-2nd  Are you creative, love to try new things, have a passion for art, or 

really just looking or an adventure? If so, this is the class for you. 
Take a trip with me, and travel all around the world without ever 
leaving our classroom. In this class we will be exploring and 
creating diverse art forms that can teach us so much about the 
world we live in. We will set out on a journey stopping at every 
continent to experience and create a master piece all while trying 
out unfamiliar art forms and unique cultural practices. Not only will 
students be drawing, painting, and creating, but they will also be 
learning about different continents and cultures along the way. By 
combining social studies and art students will have an 
unforgettable learning experience in an energetic and enjoyable 
atmosphere. 

Teacher Avery Sage  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 3 
Session 5 

 

Painting without a Brush  
Grade Level K-2nd  Are you interested in exploring your creative side? Then this is the 

class for you! We will be learning fun ways to paint without a paint 
brush. 

Teacher Lauren Slade 
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 5 
 

 

Creative Writing & Collage  
Grade Level K-2nd  In this class, students will activate their imaginations through a 

variety of activities centered on exploring language and creative 
expression. With an emphasis on noticing an using descriptive 
language and imagery, students will read, write, make, and move 
in a supportive, engaging, and fun learning environment. 
 

Teacher Chloé Leisure 
Session(s) Session 6 
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American Sign Language  
Grade Level K-2nd  The student will learn the basic signs in areas that most interest 

them (family, sports, food, activities, states/countries, colors, etc.) 
along with basic conversation such as the W's (who, what, where, 
etc.) Depending on class knowledge level, fingerspelling will be 
included. Deaf Culture will be included. 
 

Teacher Audrey Kuhn 
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 4 
 

 

Firebird Spirit Squad  
Grade Level K-2nd  During this course, WCA’s elementary school students will have a 

blast being taught how to cheer, dance, and jump by the high 
school and middle school students they look up to! While Ms. 
Seiffert supervises, high school and middle school cheerleaders 
and dancers will be instruct the mini-cheerleaders in how to 
dance, cheer, and spread school spirit! This will be a great 
opportunity for your son or daughter to have fun with some 
upperclassmen as they get exercise and develop school pride!  
 
Students should wear workout gear for this camp: shorts/leggings, 
t-shirt/tank top, dance shoes/tennis shoes.  

Teacher Sarah Seiffert 
Session(s) Session 6 

 

 

Fit Fun 
Grade Level K-2nd  Fun Fit will get kids up and moving, and enjoying the outdoors. The 

class will focus on total fitness—from stretching to running, obstacle 
courses, games, and more, each day will be a new adventure. 
Kids will learn new fitness skills, the importance of being active, and 
the chance to have a ton of FUN. At the end of each week they 
will showcase their skills by preparing a Fit Fun board and sharing it 
with students and parents. They will also be challenged to live a fit 
fun summer, document activities, and to share their stories in 
August. All kids who participate in the summer fit fun program will 
get a Fit Fun shirt or prize in August. 

Teacher Ashley Brown 
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 6 
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3rd-5th Grade Courses 
 

Fit & Fun Camp 
Grade level 3rd-5th  This course encourages your children to not stay still, to wiggle 

out of their seat, and use their imagination to build daily habits 
of being healthy while having fun.  

Teacher Jules Nash 
Session(s) Session 6 

 

Spanish 
Grade level 3rd-5th  Introduction to Spanish Language. 
Teacher Jennifer Avalos 
Session(s) Session 4 

Session 6 
 

Got Health?  
Grade level 3rd-5th  This course is full of fun activities linked with learning about how to 

keep up with your self-wellness!  Within this course we will about 
different types of physical activity, healthy eating, art and music 
and how they can all contribute to our health and wellness!  

Teacher Laurel Rafferty 
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 4 
Session 6 

 

So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  The students will be learning a series of steps and combinations 

that will later be combined into a short choreographed routine to 
perform at the showcase. 

Teacher Courtney Barger 
Session(s) Session 4 

 

Exploring Chalk Pastels  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  This course will offer students an introduction into art making with 

chalk pastels. Students will learn a variety of techniques and utilize 
their newfound talents to create an original piece of artwork that 
will be on display in our student showcase. 

Teacher JoBeth Rider  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 2 
 

Curtain Call; Readers Theater  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Students will practice and perform their own Reader’s Theater 

Play. This is great for students who love acting or reading, or 
students who are wanting to try something new! 

Teacher Amanda Ricketson  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 6 
 

 

Poetry for Beginners   
Grade Level 4th-5th* Do you think you have what it takes to be the next Shakespeare? 

Looking for ways to woo your crush with words? This course will 
help students practice reading and writing poetry! 

Teacher Amanda Ricketson  
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 5 
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Great Googling  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  An interactive, technology based week of learning the ins and 

outs of Google components. Students will create projects based 
on research topics of their choice and interest. Projects will be 
published through Google Slides, Google Drawings, Google Forms 
and Google Sites. Google Classroom will be used to house student 
projects and for students to share and comment with one another. 
The culminating project will involve the creation of a Google Site 
made up of all learned components.  

Teacher Jessica Wilson 
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 5 
   

 

Creative Writing  
Grade Level 3rd-5th A fun week of camp-style writing classes designed for elementary 

students to develop their imaginative skills and hone their craft for 
writing fiction. Students will develop unique stories, poetry, and 
plays. Students learn how writers draw on research and real 
experience for their stories. They experiment with various formats, 
i.e. cartoons, online articles, scripts, etc. with an emphasis on the 
“Show, don’t tell!” strategy. Engaging concise lessons and 
demonstrated techniques for developing the work that students 
choose will be shared. The teacher will confer to give feedback 
while workshops are in progress. Students will produce and share a 
portfolio of their writing with one highlighted, published piece.  
 

Teacher Jessica Wilson 
Session(s) Session 4 

Session 6 
   

 

Earth-Loving Art 
Grade Level 3rd-5th Students will explore creating art through different recycled 

products including egg cartons, magazines/newspaper, and even 
cold spaghetti. Students will learn the value of products beyond 
their initial "purpose," as well as the ability to use their natural 
creativity in transforming these products. 
 

Teacher Emily Anderson 
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 5 
   

 

Coding  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Kids will be led through a sequence of teaching segments and 

tutorials using Scratch. Scratch is a programming language and an 
online community where children can program and share 
interactive media such as stories, games, and animation with 
people from all over the world. As children create with Scratch, 
they learn to think creatively, work collaboratively, and reason 
systematically. Scratch is designed and maintained by the Lifelong 
Kindergarten group at the MIT Media Lab. 
 
There’s a point of entry for every student, regardless of computer 
skills. Creating projects in Scratch also helps students develop a 
deeper level of fluency with digital technology.   

Teacher Leanne Scholand  
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 3 

 

Discover the Corners of the World   
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Students will embark and learn about different countries around 

the world and will be able to select and research their own 
country by the end of the session. We will dive into three countries 
together and different aspects of each country such as dance, 
games, folk tales, art and other aspects of culture. Get your 
passports ready to fly around the world in just four short days! 
 
 

Teacher Hannah Hasstedt 
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 4 
Session 5 
Session 6 
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Flag Football  
Grade Level 3rd-5th What better way to spend a nice summer morning. We will be out 

running around enjoying the great weather while developing 
character and creating lasting memories along the way. We will 
spend a good amount of time getting to play flag football while 
having a blast. Every day we will also go over a topic from 
sportsmanship and team work to health and nutrition basics. This 
class will be inclusive to all athletic abilities and guaranteed 
excitement for all. Make sure to bring athletic clothing, footwear, 
and a water bottle!  

Teacher Jake Sage 
Session(s) Session 1 

 
   

 

Gaming: Level Up! 
Grade Level 3rd-5th Create your own arcade video game by exploring various 

elements within video game design. Engage in group discussions, 
practice critical thinking, and develop basic coding skills.  Let your 
imagination guide you to create a in-game story-line with a 
theme, characters, and a problem to be solved. Challenge friends 
and family to become gamers themselves and play your game. 
Watch all your hard work pay off to make others smile while doing 
something fun! 

Teacher Hannah Alexander  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 6 
 

   

 

Board Games! 
Grade Level 3rd-5th In this course, students will have the opportunity to play a variety of 

different board and card games with the class. In this process, we 
will be making long-lasting friendships and building important life 
and social skills. Additionally, students will be able to put those skills 
to work in order to create their own board or card game to share 
with the rest of the class! It’s going to be a blast!  
 

Teacher Kaitlyn Yetzbacher  
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 4 
Session 5 
Session 6 
 

   
 

Discover Engineering  
Grade Level 3rd-5th Discover Engineering is a course designed to expose elementary-

aged students (grades 3-5) to the wonders of the engineering 
world. During this course, students will gain a basic understanding 
of the design process and the value of teamwork and 
brainstorming. This will be accomplished through various hands-on 
activities, which will be displayed at the end of the week.  
 

Teacher Marie Sheridan  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 2 
 

   

 

Making Math Matter 
Grade Level 3rd-5th Come experience math in a new light! Master old concepts and 

build on what you know. In this class we will be practicing math 
through exciting interactive games, activities, and hands on 
experiences! If you struggle in math, excel, or absolutely love it this 
class will help give you even more respect for this important 
subject! This class is great for all ability levels. Not only will we be 
improving our own math skills but we will be bring math to life and 
teaching our peers! This class is a great way for students to brush 
up on math facts, learn new ways to solve problems, and develop 
a fond attitude towards math. Math is a part of our daily lives, 
don’t just let it pass you by, embrace it and watch how your mind 
will flourish! 

Teacher Avery Sage 
Session(s) Session 2 
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Creative Writing & Collage  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  In this class, students will explore their imaginations and interests 

while writing creatively and making collages. 
In this supportive, challenging, and fun environment, students will 
learn how to write with specific and sensory images, make visual 
and word collages, and how “chance” can and ways to 
participate in exercises that promote visionary thinking, expansion 
of perspective, and both collaborative and individual expression. 

Teacher Chloé Leisure 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 2 
Session 3 
 

 

Oh! What a Disaster!  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Students will spend the next few days learning about natural 

disasters and other extreme weather around the world. They will 
use their new knowledge to complete hands on activities and 
finalize their week with a project based learning activity to present 
to their families. 

Teacher Chrissy Jones 
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 4 
Session 6 
 

 

Dancing the Night Away  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Start your summer off right with high kicks, quick turns, exciting 

leaps and fast feet! Awareness of music and muscle movement 
are fused with technique to create a fun style to dance and 
watch! Students will spend each day learning a new part of a 
dance routine and will also learn about the different muscles that 
are used to perform these movements. Students will also learn a bit 
about the history of dance, watch videos of examples, and 
incorporate writing by expressing how dancing connects to their 
emotions. 

Teacher Chrissy Jones 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 3 
Session 5 
 

 

Sew Do You Like This Outfit  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Creating clothing is an adventure in creativity! There is nothing 

more exciting than wearing an outfit that you have created! This 
course will teach the basics of sewing from fixing tears and 
replacing buttons; to learning how to create a whole outfit on your 
own. All students will create an article of clothing by the end the 
week!  
 

Teacher Kacey Lowe 
Session(s) Session 2 

 

 

American Sign Language  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  The student will learn the basic signs in areas that most interest 

them (family, sports, food, activities, states/countries, colors, etc.) 
along with basic conversation such as the W's (who, what, where, 
etc.) Depending on class knowledge level, fingerspelling will be 
included. Deaf Culture will be included. 
 

Teacher Audrey Kuhn 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 2 
 

 

Painting without a Brush  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Are you interested in exploring your creative side? Then this is the 

class for you! We will be learning fun ways to paint without a paint 
brush. 

Teacher Lauren Slade 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 4 
Session 6 
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Summer Singing Showcase  
Grade Level 3rd-6th  Come join us as we work together to create a musical showcase 

about summer! Students will help choose songs, create the props, 
and write the needed dialogue to create a show we will present 
during the parent showcase. Students will be featured in the whole 
group as well as smaller groups during our performance. 
 

Teacher Shari Frazee 
Session(s) Session 1 

 

 

Recorder Fun!  
Grade Level 3rd-6th  Whether you are new to the recorder, or an accomplished player, 

come join us as we all become better musicians. We will work on 
songs throughout the week to present at the parent showcase, 
and play music games that will help us work on our musical skills. 
Participating students will receive a recorder, a folder, and copies 
of the songs we will be working on. 

Teacher Shari Frazee 
Session(s) Session 3 

 

 

Team Sports  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Participants will learn the rules, hazards, and strategies of a variety 

of team sports, including but not limited to; basketball, kickball, 
ultimate Frisbee, soccer, etc. The majority of our time will be spent 
practicing and playing each sport, leaving time at the end of 
each day to reflect and document what we learned as a group. 

Teacher Ryan Koehler  
Session(s) Session 2 

 

 

Intro to Baton Twirling  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  This class is primarily for students who have never twirled or have 

very little experience. The goal of the class is to expose kids to the 
sport of twirling. It is also an opportunity to develop coordination, 
marching skills, and performance skills. Twirling can be performed 
competitively, as well as with a team in high school or college.   
 
**This course will cost an additional material fee of $15 to pay for 
the baton. The baton will belong to the student for use beyond the 
Summer Camp. 

Teacher James Koehler  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 5 
 

 

Do It Yourself- String Art  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  If you like to decorate your space and need your next artwork to 

hang, then this is the class for you.  Artists will create a an original 
piece of artwork using different types of string, common household 
nails, and a corkboard base.   Students will plan their design, dye, 
and experiment with different techniques to bring different depths, 
colors and dimension to their artwork, making a piece that is fun, 
funky, and one-of-a-kind. 
 
 

Teacher Sarah Drips  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 3 
Session 5 
 

 

Forensics  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Learn the essentials to forensic science! Students will learn how to 

examine a crime scene; analyze fingerprints, lip prints, and teeth 
prints; use chromatography, examine handwriting and powder 
samples.  
 
 

Teacher Tamie Berg 
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 5 
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Firebird Spirit Squad   
Grade Level 3rd-5th  During this course, WCA’s elementary school students will have a 

blast being taught how to cheer, dance, and jump by the high 
school and middle school students they look up to! While Ms. 
Seiffert supervises, high school and middle school cheerleaders 
and dancers will be instruct the mini-cheerleaders in how to 
dance, cheer, and spread school spirit! This will be a great 
opportunity for your son or daughter to have fun with some 
upperclassmen as they get exercise and develop school pride!  
 
Students should wear workout gear for this camp: shorts/leggings, 
t-shirt/tank top, dance shoes/tennis shoes.  

Teacher Sarah Seiffert  
Session(s) Session 4 

 

 

Fit Fun 
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Fit Fun will get kids up and moving, and enjoying the outdoors. The 

class will focus on total fitness—from stretching to running, obstacle 
courses, games, and more, each day will be a new adventure. 
Kids will learn new fitness skills, the importance of being active, and 
the chance to have a ton of FUN. At the end of each week they 
will showcase their skills by preparing a Fit Fun board and sharing it 
with students and parents. They will also be challenged to live a fit 
fun summer, document activities, and to share their stories in 
August. All kids who participate in the summer Fit Fun program will 
get a Fit Fun shirt or prize in August. 

Teacher Ashley Brown 
Session(s) Session 4 

 

Creative Writing  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  This course will be bring the creative, imaginative side out of your 

child. Creative writing can be poetry, a fairytale, how to book, 
description of something and so much more. We will be writing 
and sharing our ideas in many different ways. One day we might 
be outside writing a descriptive writing of an object they see or are 
interested in. The next day we might be in groups taking turns 
writing different parts of a fairytale. For the last day, we will be 
writing a piece in groups that your child will be acting out or 
depicting. This class will not be stressful but a time your child can 
grow and express themselves through writing.  
 

Teacher Natasha Hatch 
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 5 

 

WCA Gardening  
Grade Level 3rd-5th  Work in the WCA Garden & create insect hotels!  

 
 

Teacher Amy Legg-Rogers 
Session(s) Session 1 
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6th-8th Grade Courses 
 

Saving the Earth Through Art  
Grade Level 6th-8th  In this course students will use recycled materials to create a 

personal work of art, while focusing on finding beauty in everyday 
objects.  Students will learn about various art making techniques 
and use recyclable and reusable materials to create either a two 
or three- dimensional work of art.  Students will also discuss how art 
can be used in a mindful and creative way to make a positive 
impact on the earth and environment.   

Teacher Farrah Emami 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 3 
Session 5 

 

So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet  
Grade Level 6th-8th   The students will be learning a series of steps and combinations 

that will later be combined into a short choreographed routine to 
perform at the showcase. 

Teacher Courtney Barger 
Session(s) Session 6 

 
Finding Peace in a Frantic World: Yoga & Meditation 
Grade Level 6th-8th   During class sessions, students will explore facets of yoga in order to 

find a healthy sense of balance, calm, and peace that they can 
practice anytime. We will introduce ourselves to asanas (poses) 
and pranayama (breath), and discuss how principles of yoga--
called the yamas and niyamas--might help us improve our lives, 
attitudes, and health. Students should wear loose fitting or 
workout/gym clothes in which they will feel comfortable moving 
and sitting still. 

Teacher Bonnie Emerick  
Session(s) Session 2 

 
Poetry for Beginners 
Grade Level 6th-8th   Do you think you have what it takes to be the next Shakespeare? 

Looking for ways to woo your crush with words? This course will 
help students practice reading and writing poetry! 

Teacher Amanda Ricketson 
Session(s) Session 3 

 

Curtain Call; Readers Theater  
Grade Level 6th-8th  Students will practice and perform their own Reader’s Theater 

Play. This is great for students who love acting or reading, or 
students who are wanting to try something new! 

Teacher Amanda Ricketson  
Session(s) Session 4 

 
 

Creative Writing  
Grade Level 6th-8th  If you love creating your own stories, novels, poems, or scripts, then 

this is the session for you! In Creative Writing Camp, we will cover 
several different ways to develop a plot, create interesting 
characters, and address writer’s block. All are welcome--whether 
you’re currently an avid writer, or you’d just like to get started. The 
only requirement is a passion for transferring your awesome ideas 
into an amazing piece of creative writing! 

Teacher Melinda Smith 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 4 
Session 5 
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Flag Football  
Grade Level 6th-8th  What better way to spend a nice summer morning. We will be out 

running around enjoying the great whether while developing 
character and creating lasting memories along the way. We will 
spend a good amount of time getting to play flag football while 
having a blast. Every day we will also go over a topic from 
sportsmanship and team work to health and nutrition basics. This 
class will be inclusive to all athletic abilities and guaranteed 
excitement for all. Make sure to bring athletic clothing, footwear, 
and a water bottle!  

Teacher Jake Sage 
Session(s) Session 3 

Session 5 
 

   

 

Making Math Matter 
Grade Level 6th-8th  Come experience math in a new light! Master old concepts and 

build on what you know. In this class we will be practicing math 
through exciting interactive games, activities, and hands on 
experiences! If you struggle in math, excel, or absolutely love it this 
class will help give you even more respect for this important 
subject! This class is great for all ability levels. Not only will we be 
improving our own math skills but we will be bring math to life and 
teaching our peers! This class is a great way for students to brush 
up on math facts, learn new ways to solve problems, and develop 
a fond attitude towards math. Math is a part of our daily lives, 
don’t just let it pass you by, embrace it and watch how your mind 
will flourish! 

Teacher Avery Sage 
Session(s) Session 4 

Session 6 
 

   

 

Summer Singing Showcase  
Grade Level 3rd-6th  Come join us as we work together to create a musical showcase 

about summer! Students will help choose songs, create the props, 
and write the needed dialogue to create a show we will present 
during the parent showcase. Students will be featured in the whole 
group as well as smaller groups during our performance. 
 

Teacher Shari Frazee 
Session(s) Session 1 

 

 

Cooking 101- Some Basics 
Grade Level  6th-8th  Do you want to learn how to put together some delicious food? 

Then you’re in the right place! During our time together, students 
will learn how to make basic breakfast, lunch, dinner, dessert, and 
snack recipes using only a few ingredients and a microwave. We 
will also spend time working on basic skills like cracking an egg, 
knife safety, how to make the most of your leftovers, and basic 
food 
budgeting. Students will receive a folder containing the recipes we 
create, and some great experience. 

Teacher Shari Frazee 
Session(s) Session 2 

 

 

Recorder Fun!  
Grade Level 3rd-6th  Whether you are new to the recorder, or an accomplished player, 

come join us as we all become better musicians. We will work on 
songs throughout the week to present at the parent showcase, 
and play music games that will help us work on our musical skills. 
Participating students will receive a recorder, a folder, and copies 
of the songs we will be working on. 

Teacher Shari Frazee 
Session(s) Session 3 
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American Sign Language  
Grade Level 6th-8th  The student will learn the basic signs in areas that most interest 

them (family, sports, food, activities, states/countries, colors, etc.) 
along with basic conversation such as the W's (who, what, where, 
etc.) Depending on class knowledge level, fingerspelling will be 
included. Deaf Culture will be included. 

Teacher Audrey Kuhn 
Session(s) Session 6 

 
 

 

Improv 
Grade Level 3rd-6th  th to 8th grade Improv Class is an energetic, fun, and comical 

playing field for which any student can discover the art of 
spontaneity! Students will be thrown into a creative and often 
times hilarious experience as they work with students their age on 
activities and games seen on shows like ‘Whose Line Is It Anyway?’. 
The course will focus on character and scene building, as well as 
quick and thoughtful responses - all leading up to a full blown 
improv show at the end of the week!  
 

Teacher Robert Lighthall 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 5 
 

 

Team Sports  
Grade Level 6th-8th  Participants will learn the rules, hazards, and strategies of a variety 

of team sports, including but not limited to; basketball, kickball, 
ultimate Frisbee, soccer, etc. The majority of our time will be spent 
practicing and playing each sport, leaving time at the end of 
each day to reflect and document what we learned as a group. 

Teacher Ryan Koehler  
Session(s) Session 1 

 

 

Lego Robotics  
Grade Level 6th-8th  Students will work with Lego EV3 robots from the beginner to 

advanced level. Beginners will be guided in the building and 
programming of a Riley Rover. 
 

Teacher Keith Gallie 
Session(s) Session 5 

 
 

Writing Software 
Grade Level 6th-8th  Projects in perl, Google Apps Script, python, and https://www.cs-

first.com/en/home will be explored. Any level from beginner to 
advanced will be supported. There is also a “secret” project or two 
Mr Gallie is working on... 

Teacher Keith Gallie 
Session(s) Session 6 

 
 

Exploring Harry Potter  
Grade Level 6th-8th  Students will explore the Harry Potter world through experiments, 

crafts, and character research. (Students do not need to have 
read Harry Potter) 
 
 

Teacher Rachel Preece 
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 3 
 

 

Outdoor Survival Skills  
Grade Level 6th-8th   Learning various outdoor survival skills such as how to use a map 

and compass, how to build a debris shelter out of natural materials 
in the area, how to build snares and traps for survival situations, 
how to identify basic injuries and offer stabilization technique for 
evacuation, and more!  

Teacher Zach Ducharme  
Session(s) Session 5 

Session 6 
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Intro to Baton Twirling  
Grade Level 6th-8th   This class is primarily a class for students who have never twirled or 

have very little experience. The goal of the class is to expose kids 
to the sport of twirling. It is also an opportunity to develop 
coordination, marching skills, and performance skills. Twirling can 
be performed competitively, as well as with a team in high school 
or college.   
 
**This course will cost an additional material fee of $15 to pay for 
the baton. The baton will belong to the student for use beyond the 
Summer Camp. 

Teacher James Koehler  
Session(s) Session 3 

 

 

Create Your Own Action Figure  
Grade Level 6th-8th   In this course, artists will be creating an action figure using a variety 

of techniques and materials. Students will learn real-life, artistic, 
drawing, sculpture, and painting techniques such as: gesture 
drawing, wire bending/armature construction, basic clay 
sculpting, and valued painting. By the end of the four days, artists 
will get to leave with an original action figure and a new set of 
critical thinking and creative problem solving skills. 

Teacher Sarah Drips  
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 4 
Session 6 
 

 

Let’s Get Technical  
Grade Level 6th-8th   What makes plays and musicals eye-catching and entertaining? 

Understanding the process of Theatrical planning, inspires 
imagination and creativity while working through everyday life. 
Students will be analyzing a play or musical, of their choosing, and 
figuring out what creative aspects they want utilized in their 
creation of the show. From costumes to set design to lighting and 
makeup techniques all technical areas will be explored! 

Teacher Kacey Lowe 
Session(s) Session 1 
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Firebird Spirit Squad 
Grade Level 6th-8th   During this course, middle school students will be taught how to 

raise school spirit at WCA. They will be instructed in how a 
cheerleading and dance team works. Students will learn sideline 
cheers and dances for volleyball, soccer, basketball, and a variety 
of other occasions. They will also be taught sideline dances that 
can be performed to a variety of pep band songs. Finally, students 
will also learn a pom routine that will wow any crowd during 
halftime of a sporting event. This class would be great practice for 
current dance team members to keep in shape, or it would be an 
awesome opportunity for someone who’s not sure about 
cheer/dance to see if it’s for them. Go Firebirds!!!  
 
Students should wear workout gear for this camp: shorts/leggings, 
t-shirt/tank top, dance shoes/tennis shoes. A water bottle is 
suggested.  
 
This camp also presents our middle school girls with a unique 
opportunity to earn service hours for next year! Ideally, girls who 
sign up for this camp will return during the afternoon session of the 
2nd and/or 3rd camp week (June 19-22 and or June 26-29) to 
teach K-5 elementary school students during a mini-cheer camp. 
The middle school girls will put their new skills to work as they teach 
and train their own group of elementary school students in how to 
dance, cheer, and spread school spirit!  

Teacher Sarah Seiffert  
Session(s) Session 4 

 

 
 

Coding  
Grade Level 6th-8th   This class teaches students javascript by generating interactive art 

and games. We will be using the p5 library. This class has 
something for programmers of all levels and no experience is 
required. At the end of the class, students will have their own 
website (GitHub pages) with some games, and some cool looking 
interactive visualizations they will have created. Most importantly, 
students will have a clear path if they want to continue learning to 
code.  

Teacher Nathan Stanford 
Session(s) Session 4 

 

Minecraft & Java 
Grade Level 6th-8th   Students will use java to supercharge their minecraft skills. We will 

go over how to create and use mods, how to perform tedious or 
complex tasks at impossibly fast speed using code. This class is 
open to all levels and no experience of coding or minecraft is 
assumed.  

Teacher Nathan Stanford 
Session(s) Session 5 
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High School Courses  
 

Personal Geographies  
Grade Level High School In this course students will use various materials to create a 

“personal geography” work of art, which is a visual representation 
of where they have been and where they plan to go in life (either 
literally or metaphorically).  Students will focus on expressing their 
identity and life story through a map/ self-portrait 
collage.  Students will learn how to use various materials to create 
a work of art that is both personal to them and has strong 
composition and craftsmanship. 

Teacher Farrah Emami 
Session(s) Session 2 

Session 4 
Session 6 

 

Colorguard  
Grade Level High School The purpose of Colorguard is to interpret recorded music with 

synchronized work of flags as a group; to provide a visual effect 
along with music.  Basic flag skills will be taught with this course 
and a small routine will be performed on the last day. 
 
**This course will cost an additional material fee of $15 to pay for 
the flag and pole. The flag and pole will belong to the student for 
use beyond the Summer Camp.  

Teacher Jamie Miller  
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 3 
Session 5 

 
Overcoming Stress & Anxiety With Yoga & Meditation 
Grade Level High School During class sessions, students will explore facets of yoga in order to 

find a healthy sense of balance, calm, and peace that they can 
practice anytime. We will introduce ourselves to asanas (poses) 
and pranayama (breath), and discuss how principles of yoga--
called the yamas and niyamas--might help us improve our lives, 
attitudes, and health. Students should wear loose fitting or 
workout/gym clothes in which they will feel comfortable moving 
and sitting still. 

Teacher Bonnie Emerick 
Session(s) Session 4 

 

Improv 
Grade Level High School Do you ever forget to think before you speak? GREAT!!! High 

School Improv is a place for you and anyone else looking to be 
spontaneous! Students in this course will be introduced to hilarious 
new ways of thinking regarding characters, scenes, teamwork, 
and creativity. Students will be introduced to a world of 
collaboration and individualism as they act out scenes and games 
created off the top of their heads - like the famous TV show 
‘Whose Line Is It Anyway?’. The course will focus on learning the 
ins-and-outs of off-the-cuff scene creation, character portrayal, 
meaningful engagement, and teamwork - all leading up to an 
hour long, student led improv show!  
 

Teacher Robert Lighthall 
Session(s) Session 2 
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Piano Repurposing Project (i.e. The 88 Keys of Deskellence) 
Grade Level High School One man’s trash is another man’s treasure. Students in this course 

will use a variety of tools and materials to refurbish, refinish, and 
reanimate a dormant upright piano into a functional and stylized 
office desk. The finished product will then be put on display and 
auctioned off at Windsor Charter Academy’s annual gala. 
Students will follow a provided blueprint of the project to help that 
old piano sing again.  

Teacher Robert Lighthall 
Session(s) Session 4 

 
Adulting 101  
Grade Level High School Adulting 101 is designed to introduce students to the benefits and 

the bumps of becoming an adult. Students will be introduced to 
things like fiscal responsibilities (budget planning, banking, etc.), 
basic plumbing and carpentry, common etiquette, changing oil, 
tires, switches, fuses, and more! Adulting 101 is centered around 
student activity - to get the student engaged either through 
hands-on demonstrations, or thought-provoking troubleshooting 
activities. Growing up can be tough - but with the skills learned 
from this course, you’ll be prepared for whatever life throws at you! 
I hope you’re hungry for Tin Foil Quesadillas! 

Teacher Robert Lighthall 
Session(s) Session 3 

 
Stage Combat 
Grade Level High School High School Stage Combat is a course designed to teach students 

about the safety, effectiveness, and creativity to stage combat. 
Students will learn simple hand-to-hand combat techniques, sword 
fighting, and dramatic falls - all without touching another person. 
Stage Combat is an essential tool for any actor - new or 
experienced - to have under their belt. 
 

Teacher Robert Lighthall 
Session(s) Session 6 

 

So You Think You Can Hip Hop/ Jazz/ Ballet  
Grade Level High School The students will be learning a series of steps and combinations 

that will later be combined into a short choreographed routine to 
perform at the showcase. 

Teacher Courtney Barger 
Session(s) Session 5 

 

A Journey to Middle Earth: Exploring History & Mythology in Lord of the Rings  
Grade Level High School During this course, high school students will be introduced to one 

of the most marvelous texts to come out of the modern age, J. R.R. 
Tolkien’s The Fellowship of the Ring. This class will be an 
accelerated book club that will allow students to discuss and 
explore Tolkien’s rich world in a challenging but exciting way. 
Throughout this course, students will read Tolkien’s text together in 
order to become absorbed in the story and develop a love of 
reading. We will then discuss the historical and mythological muses 
used by Tolkien to create this timeless story. As we read, students 
will discover connections between the ancient and modern world. 
They will also be challenged to reshape their notions of what 
constitutes a hero. This class will help students with skills including 
reading comprehension, literary analysis, reading speed, and 
group communication. Students should be prepared to read 
about 100 pages per day.  
 

Teacher Sarah Seiffert 
Session(s) Session 1 

Session 5 
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Firebird Spirit Squad 
Grade Level High School During this course, high school students will be taught how to raise 

school spirit at WCA. They will be instructed in how a cheerleading 
and dance team works. Students will learn sideline cheers and 
dances for volleyball, soccer, basketball, and a variety of other 
occasions. They will also be taught sideline dances that can be 
performed to a variety of pep band songs. Finally, students will also 
learn a pom routine that will wow any crowd during halftime of a 
sporting event. This class would be great practice for current 
dance team members to keep in shape, or it would be an 
awesome opportunity for someone who’s not sure about 
cheer/dance to see if it’s for them. Go Firebirds!!!  
 
Students should wear workout gear for this camp: shorts/leggings, 
t-shirt/tank top, dance shoes/tennis shoes. A water bottle is 
suggested.  
 
This camp also presents our high school girls with a unique 
opportunity to earn service hours for next year! Ideally, girls who 
sign up for this camp will return during the second  and/or 3rd 
camp session (June 19-22 and or June 26-29) to teach 5-K 
elementary school students during a mini-cheer camp. The high 
school girls will put their new skills to work as they teach and train 
their own group of elementary school students in how to dance, 
cheer, and spread school spirit!  
 

Teacher Sarah Seiffert 
Session(s) Session 2 

 

 

Coding  
Grade Level High School We will be creating games in javascript using the p5 library and the 

p5.play library. All programing levels are welcome and no 
experience is necessary. We will make two different games, one 
soccer game and one avalanche dodging game along with 
some examples. At the end of this session, students will have all of 
their games hosted on their own website (GitHub pages) and have 
resources to make new games on their own.  

Teacher Nathan Stanford 
Session(s) Session 6 
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Summer Camp Lunch Menu 
 
Students have the option to purchase lunch for the entire week(s) that they 

attend Summer Camp prepared by our Food Services Director, Jon Reynolds.  

 

There are two options to choose from: full lunch or salad bar only. Please indicate 

if you would like your student to receive a WCA lunch option when registering for 

each week. Students may choose to bring their own sack lunch from home 

instead.  

 

Costs:  

Option Two: Full Lunch ($5/day totaling $20 for the week) 

Option One: Salad Bar Only ($3/day totaling $12 for the week) 

 

Daily Menu: 

 

Day 1:  Beefy Nachos— corn, salad bar 

Day 2:  Teriyaki Chicken—steamed rice, salad bar 

Day 3:  Spaghetti with Meat Sauce—bread, salad bar 

Day 4: Hot Dogs—french fries, salad bar 
 

 

Summer Camp Dress Code 

 
All students, regardless of grade level, at the Summer Camp Program must follow 

the Dress Code policy outlined here under the “High School Dress Code” 

guidelines.  


