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Graduation Requirements 
 

Windsor Charter Academy Executive Board establishes the following graduation 
requirements for Windsor Charter Academy.  These requirements are formed to 
meet the many demands of a literate society. These requirements are established 
after consideration of many factors. Some of the contributing factors are: 

• Providing students with the necessary preparation and transcript credits to 
enter a post secondary institution and the requirements that these institutions 
may have relative to admissions requirements 

• Meeting K-12 educational standards as measured by state accreditation 
mandates 

To be awarded a diploma, a student enrolled at Windsor Charter Academy 
Early College High School must earn a minimum of 26 credits that include the 
following: 

Windsor Charter Academy 
Graduation Requirements 

Subject Area Class 
of 2018  

Class 
of 2019  

Class 
of 2020 

English 4.0 4.0 4.0 
Mathematics 

• Students that take MAT 25 or MAT 50 in 8th grade will 
receive 1 math credit towards 4 math credits required 
for graduation. 

3.0 3.0 3.0 

History 3.5 3.5 3.5 
Science 3.0 3.0 3.0 
Physical Education / Health 1.0 0.5 0.5 
Art 0.5   
Communications 0.5   
ICAP 

• Students must take ICAP classes each year that they 
attend WCA Early College High School: 

o Firebird Freshman 
o Sophomore Explore  
o Junior Prep  
o Senior Seminar 

1.5 2.0 2.0 

Electives 9.0 10.0 10.0 

Total Credits 26.0 26.0 26.0 
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Additionally, beginning with the class of 2019, all students in Colorado must meet 
additional minimum requirements in order to graduate from high school. Students 
must obtain one passing score in English and one passing score in Math in order to 
graduate. 

English* Math* 

18 on ACT English 19 on ACT Math 

62 on Reading Comprehension in 
Accuplacer 

61 on Elementary Algebra in 
Accuplacer 

Bronze level in English Bronze level in Math 

2 on AP Language and Composition 
or Literature and Composition 

2 on AP Statistics 

31 in English on ASVAB 31 in Math on ASVAB 

C or higher in Concurrent Enrollment 
College Composition 

C or high in College Algebra 

430 in English on SAT 460 in Math on SAT 

*Other options may be available to students based on changes in availability or 
legislation.   

For students eligible for special education and who have an active IEP, the IEP may 
be used to outline and provide for appropriate course substitutions to supplant or 
replace current graduation requirements with alternate course options. These 
course alternatives must directly align with the student’s IEP and documented 
postsecondary goals and must be approved by both the school principal and the 
Executive Director. Student whose IEP may supplant required graduation 
requirements may still earn a diploma if they are able to demonstrate minimum 
competency measures by meeting one or more of the assessment thresholds listed 
above. Students requiring curricular modifications may earn a diploma if able to 
demonstrate minimum proficiencies outlined by this policy and/or the Colorado 
Department of Education. 

Special Education Students who are eligible to participate in social graduations are 

those who: 

• Have a current Individualized Education Plan (IEP) 

• Have a commensurate number of credits (currently 26) required by the 
Windsor Charter Academy Executive Board for graduation (These need NOT 
be the same required courses needed for a diploma) 
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• After obtaining their 26 credits, will continue to receive special education 
services in the district’s 18-21 WEST (Windsor Exceptional Students Transitioning 
program and have district transition related goals necessary to obtain the 
postsecondary goals outlines in the IEP 

• Are ready and need community based part-time transition focused special 
education services. 

 

Those students who are NOT eligible for social graduation are those who: 

• Have less than 26 total credits 

• Are younger than 17 years of age as of September 1st of the active school 
year 

• Have 26 credits but whose needs require continuation at the high school 
instead of a part-time community based setting in order to receive FAPE. 

Special education students participating in a social graduation shall receive a 
certificate of transition at the commencement ceremony in lieu of a diploma or 
certificate of completion. Once a student is no longer eligible to receive special 
education services (e.g., the student has reached the age of twenty one), the 
student shall be issued either a diploma if the district diploma requirements as 
outlined above have been met, or a certificate of completion (if the district 
diploma requirements have not been met). 

Students are encouraged to begin planning during their high school years so they 
will be adequately prepared for postsecondary opportunities upon graduation. The 
Colorado Commission on Higher Education (CCHE) is required to provide 
information to the parents/guardians of eighth grade students about 
postsecondary education opportunities including admission requirements for 
institutions of higher education in Colorado. Prior to a student’s enrollment in ninth 
grade courses, the District will make information available to the parents/guardians 
of eighth grade students concerning the courses the District offers that meet the 
CCHE admission requirements. 

 

Adopted by WCA:  December 2016 


